
MAIS OUI!
SUMMER CIRCUS IN FRANCE?
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HTTP://WWW.ECOLEDECIRQUE.ORG

Primary Contact: Michelle Post
michelle@kineticartscenter.com
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We are grateful to have this opportunity to travel abroad to experience what 
we love most through an international lens! This summer circus program with 
the École Nationale de Cirque de Châtellerault has been in the works since late 
September 2018 and we are ready to open enrollment to a limited number of 
participants (14) for this unique educational exchange. 
 
While there are some pieces that are still in motion, we endeavor to provide you 
with enough information to decide whether or not this summer program is the 
right fit for you. Some of you have sent questions and you should be able to find 
answers in the following pages. Please do not hesitate to email Michelle Post 
(michelle@kineticartscenter.com) with any additional questions.
 
Cordialment,
 
Victoria Angello
Managing Director
Kinetic Arts Center
 

Chère famille de cirque,
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General Program Overview

The physical space is at École Nationale de Cirque de Châtellerault is simlar in 
many ways to that of Kinetic Arts Center. It is on the site of what was a large 
forge complex and features many of the same heavy metal beams - perfect for 
aerial rigging! The facility has  soaring windows allowing natural light to 
flood the training area while providing a gorgeous view of the Vienne River that 
flows through Châtellerault.
 
Kinetic Arts Center's circus students will train Monday through Friday with a 
morning and an afternoon session. The morning session will run from 9h - 12h 
and the afternoon session will run from 14h - 16h30 (MWF) and until 16h (TR).  
There will be between 5 - 5.5 hours of active instructional time daily...and a two 
hour lunch break - how civilized! 
 
The curriculum proposed includes instruction in Acrobatics, Hand-to-Hand, 
Chinese Pole, Wire, Acrobatic/Artistic Bike, Aerial, Teeterboard, and 
Contemporary Dance. Selected disciplines are subject to change. 
 
Graduating students of the École Nationale de Cirque de Châtellerault will 
have their closing performance on the evening of Friday, July 5 and we will be in 
attendance. Circus Studies is a Baccalaureate program in France and students 
from all parts of the country travel to  Châtellerault for this specialized 
education.
 

Sunday, June 28 - Saturday, July 6, 2019
Training at ENC Châtellerault July 1 - July 5, 2019
$2250 / $750 deposit due to secure your reservation
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As many of you have existing travel plans that put you in Europe around the 
dates of this program, we have decided it is best to have individual families 
organize Air travel to and from France.  For those with more flexible schedules, 
please see the travel recommendations at the end of this information packet. If 
you book your student on the recommended flights, ground transfers will be 
arranged for you for an additional fee (to be invoiced separately to reflect real 
costs). 
 
Where (and what) is Châtellerault?
Châtellerault is located in the Nouvelle Aquitaine region in France (just south 
of the UNESCO Loire Valley). If you are hauling down the super speedy toll roads, 
you can get to  Châtellerault from Paris in three hours. There is also a train 
station serviced by high speed rail. 
 
Châtellerault is a quiet river city that is home to around 33k residents and the 
surrounding country side is literally littered with châteaux. There is 
agriculture all around the outskirts of the city and during the summer months 
one is able to walk down the road to pick up freshly grown fruits and veggies 
directly from the farmer. The French lifestyle is super laid back and the people in 
this region are known for being especially helpful and kind. 
 
 

Who? Where? What? When? How?
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What is included in the pricing?
tuition due to the École Nationale de Cirque de Châtellerault, lodging in 
Châtellerault at an Airbnb with a pool that is located within walking distance 
of the training facility, delicious and nutritious meals that feature fresh 
regional ingredients, a multi-occupancy hotel stay for two nights in Paris 
(Friday, June 28 & Saturday, June 29, 2019), a day of sightseeing in Paris (Eiffel 
Tower? Oui!), and  entertainment on offer in  Châtellerault will be included in 
the pricing for this program. Individual travel medical insurance is not included 
and will be mandatory for all program participants.
 
What is the Application Process?
If you are an intermediate to advanced level student aged 13 - 18 years, you are 
invited to join us! If you have questions on whether or not you or your student 
is eligible, please email Michelle (michelle@kineticartscenter.com) for more 
information. Reservations are on a first come, first served basis and are only 
secured with payment of deposit. 
 
Will the kids be on their own?
NON! There are spots available for up to two chaperones (travel to be paid 
separately). Kinetic Arts Center staff will also be on site. Part of the charm of 
France is that there is a more relaxed pace of life. There will be a nice mixture of 
down time and guided recreation. 
 
Menus will be planned ahead of time, and kids will be scheduled a rotation in the 
kitchen to help with preparation and clean up of one dinner. This will be 
supervised by an adult. 
 

Who? Where? What? When? How? Cont'd
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What do I need to do to prepare for this trip?
1. Email Michelle Post (michelle@kineticartscenter.com) and arrange to pay the 
$750 deposit to reserve a spot! Second payment of $750 due by April 1, 2019. Final 
installment of $750 due by May 15, 2019.
 
2. Check passport to make certain it will be valid for travel dates!
 
3. Purchase airline tickets for your student  (ideally on the recommended flights 
listed on the next page). 
 
4. Purchase travel medical insurance - it is possible to purchase this online.
 
5. There are required forms that will be sent to you at a future date. These 
include forms for emergency contact information, medical release, code of 
conduct,  recommended packing list, etc.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who? Where? What? When? How? Cont'd




